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President’s Message

Where did the past year go?

Tt is history now. That is what we are about — History-
1think, as a genealogy society, we have made great sirides
this past year to make our mark on History. I won't list all
the things we have accomplished. I won't list names of
members who have contributed, for fear of forgetting to
mention something or someone. [ think if you go over the
past issues of Generations, you will be able to read about
them. We can feel very proud of our accomplishments.
We have many wonderful, talented and knowledgeable
members. I feel much honored to be a part of this wonder-
ful organization, as I know you are too. And, I thank you
all for your contributions and support to our Society.

It is to cold and snowy to make our trips to cemeteries, and
such a great time of year to spend in libraries and court-
houses, and yes, on the Internet. There is a wealth of new
information being added everyday to the Internet to help us
in our search for our story of our ancestors. Genealogy is
more than just names and dates. It is how and where they
lived. For instance, here is a little story that I just found on
the Internet on one of my ancestors.

“On one occasion, during Mr. Steinhoff's early pioneer life,
a big lubber of a bear seized one of his porkers and walked
off with it. The porker weighed about 200 Ibs., and it
aroused Steinhoff's combativeness to see his meat carried
off in this manner right before his eyes, so he rallied the
forces at his command and started in pursuit. Bruin hugged
his squealing captive to death as he waddled off with him,
and when he reached a good place in the woods he buried
his prey by the side of a log. Before he had finished the job,
however, his pursuers were upon him, and he went up a
tree, The guns were turned upon him, and a fusillade kept
up until the ammunition gave out, but Mr. Bear never even
changed his position. Thinking that the riddled and lifeless
body of the pig-thief was lodged in the free in such a way
as to prevent it from falling, they proceeded to cut the tree
down. After a good deal of hard work the tree fell; and the
supposedly dead bear jumped up, and, after puiting his hu-
man and canine assailants to an ignominious flight, lei-
surely made his way off into the forest.”

Taken from Pioneer Sketches of Long Point Settlement,
Norfolk County’, from the Internet.

Now, to me, this gives life to all these names and dates.
So, spend your cold snowy winter inside. But, spend it on
your history, whether recording it or making it!

We have another great year planned and some programs
you won’t want to miss.

Bring some of your stories and hints to our January meet-
ing. See you then.

Judy Groat, President

State Archives Workshops Genealogy Series 2005

Thursday, January 13

Corrections Records and Mental Health Institution Records
3:00-4:00pm Education Room (1st Floor of Museunt)

This sessions provides information on how to research state
prison records and will discuss the current laws restricting merital
health patient files and the process for requesting access to them

Thursday, March 10

Doing Research at the State Archives of Michigan
3:00-4:00pm Education Room (st Floor of Museum)

A session to provide individuals with an overview of the State
Archives of Michigan and information on genealogical sources
that are available.

Thursday, May 13

Military Records at the State Archives

3:00pm-4:00pm Education Room (st Floor of Museum)

This session provides an overview of military related records that
are preserved in the State Archives. This will include records on
pre Civil War units, Civil War units, Spanish-American War
units, national guard/state troops, the Mexican Border War and
World War 1. Information will be also be provided for locating
post World War I records.

Thursday, July 14

Land Ownership/Historical Horites

3:00pm-4:00pm Education Room (1st Floor of Museum)

The State Archives holds all of the original land patents issued by
the State of Michigan. This session will explore the various re-
cords researchers can use to investigate who owned land, the
natural landscape of each property, and how to perform genea-
logical research as it relates to residences and other structures.
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New genealogy titles at the Helen Warner
Branch of Willard Library.

Lamarre, Jean. The French Canadians of Michigan: their con-
tribution to the development of the Saginaw Valley and the Ke-
weenaw Peninsula, 1840-1914. R

Febryuary 22, 2005
Introduction to Native American Heritage

Cindy Wilson of Battle Creek will give us an introduction us to
the Basics of Native American Heritage at the February 22, 2005
meetmg of the Calhoun County Genealogical Socwty ' '

a C1v11 War G. A R Records ald Famlly Research

Wakefield, Larry. Ghost Towns of Michigan, volume 3.

March 22" 2005, we will have James T: Lyons, PDC, Senior

" Vice Commander and G.A.R. Records Officer for the Department

Hargrove, Hondon B. Black Union Soldiers in the Civil War.

Cayton, Andrew R, L.  Frontier Indiana. " A readable
and rewarding history of Indiana from 1700 to 1850."

Flannery, Tim.  The Eternal Frontier: an ecological history of
North America and its Peoples.

Osborn, Chase 8.  The Iron Hunter. Originally published in
1919, this is the autobiography of Michigan's flamboyant,
groundbreaking 27th governor. It reflects the energy and enthusi-
asm of a reformer inspired by the Progressive Movement,

Dobson, David. Scottish Whalers.

Nelson, Hasker, Jr. A Lay Guide to African American

Oral History Interviewing.

Seglem, Elling. Diaries of an Isle Royale Fisherman,
Brockmann, R. John. Exploding Steamboats, Senate Debates,
and Technical Reports: the convergence of technology, politics
and rhetoric in the Steamboat Bill of 1838. Long before
Three Mile Island and the Challenger Disaster and even the infa-
mous Sultana, America was plagued by exploding steamboats.
Read about our ancestors' inadequate response to controlling ram-
pant technology in the days of steam.

Hodgson, Barbara. In the Arms of Morpheus: the tragic history
of laudanum, morphine and patent medicines.

Bathurst, Bella. The Lighthouse Stevensons: the extraordinary
story of the building of the Scottish lighthouses by the ancestors
of Robert Louis Stevenson. Lighthouses are the stuff of romance
to every Michigander. This is the story of lighthouse construc-
tion under almost impossible odds in the forbidding North Atlan-
tic.

Madison, James H. “The Indiana Way: a state history.
A model state history of Michigan's southern nei ghbor. ...

Meyer, Duane. The Highland Scots of North Carolina, 1732~
1776. "An impressively complete reconstruction of
the settlement of the Highlanders in North Carclina. He exam-
ines their motives for emigration, their life in America, and their
curious political allegiance to George 111,

of Michigan will speak to the Calhoun County Genealogical So-
ciety about the use of the G.AR. records in genealogical re-
search. The Grand Army of the Republic was the largest of the
Civil War veteran’s organizations. We will learn what can be
found as well as what can not be found in these records. We will
also find out how to secure copies of service and pension records
of veterans.

April 25, 2005

Joann Werner will speak to us about DNA testing at the April 25,
2005 meeting of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society.
Joann traced her ancestry to a town in Poland, she found residents
there with the same name, was unable to prove a link until they
did DNA testing. Joann will give us a guide to the DNA testing
procedure,

Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society
Spring Conference with Curt Witcher will be held Saturday,
April 30, at Holiday Tnn West, Kalamazoo. Curt will present four
topics. Registration information is posted on our website
hitp:/fwww, com/~mikves/news.him

We'll welcome people from the Calhoun County Genealogical
Society on April 301V From: Judith
H. Halseth, Ed. D President, Kalamazoo
Valley Genealogical Society

Curt Witcher is manager of the Genealogy Dept. of Allen Co.
library in Fort Wayne. He was/or is President of the NGS. He
has spoken at Willard library sponsored by Willard and CCGS &
few years ago.

Ontario Genealogical Society Cross Border Heri-

tage Seminar 2005 May 27-29, 2005 Windsor, Canada
For more information, contact Ontario Genealogical Society by
email; info@ogsseminar.org, or phone (519) 542-3554, or Fax
(519) 542-0905, or write them @ OGS Seminar 2005, Box 443,
Sarnia, Ontario, N7T 7J2..

National Institute on Genealogical Research July 10-

16, 2005 Washington, D.C. For information or to obtain an apphca—
tion brochure, see the institute's Web site at .
htip://www.rootsweb,com/~natgenin/ or e-mail NatlnsGen@nmo com or
write to NIGR, P.O. Box 724, Lanham, MD 20703-0724.

Midwestern Roots 2005 Family History & Geneal-
ogy Conference, August 19 & 20, 2005 Indianapolis, IN
To request a brochure call (317)232-1882 or (800)447-1830 or
email welome@indianahistory.org.
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Book review Locating Your Roofts: Discover
Your Ancestors Using Land Records

Patricia Law Hatcher’s ancestors lived in the original 13
colonies and 17 states. Her quest to learn about her ances-
tors made her an expert in finding and using the many kinds
of land records found throughout the country.

Land records are good for more than placing your ancestor
in a precise place at a specific time; they can prove ances-
try, reveal relationships, complete the family tree and give -
clues to how our ancestors lived. They give you dates of
residence, help establish your ancestor’s age, learn his or
her occupation, learn of earlier or later residences and can
establish the death date. Through land records, you can
Jearn the father of an ancestor or the birth surname of'a
woman, and may identify the wife or wives of your ances-
tor. You can also discover who their friends, relatives,
neighbors and associates were. Genealogists know that peo-
ple married others who lived within walking distance
(kissin’ distance); land records contain an abundance of
names, so they can help you reconstruct a community.

Law Hatcher says land was one of the strongest motivations
for American immigration, “Land was often the most im-
portant thing to our ancestors ... To get closer to our ances-
tors, we should get closer to their land,” she says. In many
states, early land records were kept before vital records or
church records were maintained.

With the skill of a seasoned teacher, Law Hatcher shows
readers how to find, use and interpret land records nation-
ally and in every state. She gives a multitude of tipsto
make the most of your research time. Law Hatcher explains
four different models of first transfer -— getting land into
the hands of individuals. It’s not an easy task, as there were
many different ways of doing things from one area to an-
other. Law Hatcher describes systems used to divvy up co-
lonial land, bounty land and so on.

Locating Your Roots is one of the most comprehensive and
meticulously researched genealogy books this writer has
seen. In great detail, Law Hatcher tells you everything a
genealogist needs to know about making the most of land
records. She manages to pack in a wealth of information
while making it interesting, with a sprinkling of wit to keep
the reader interested. She has developed her own allitera-
tion to remember the wealth of information you can find in
a deed: preface, parties, payment, property, provenance,
postlude, process. Through numerous case studies, she
shows how to use land records in conjunction with other
records to solve problems. The book is clearly understand-
able, well written and edited — unfortunately somewhat
uncommon in genealogy books.

In the tradition of Betterway Books, the book is organized
well, with 17 marginal icons used to highlight terminology;
CD, internet and printed sources; important information not
to overlook; information repositories; research tips; step-
by-step procedures, time saving hints and warnings to keep

your research on track.

The section for Michigan, a public-land state, explains that
Michigan’s land is surveyed from the Michigan Meridian,
and that land records at the county level are at the Office of
the Register of Deeds. It lists the location of Michigan’s 15

"{and offices and the date each opened, between 1804 and

1888. .
In a public- land state most of the land was transferred di- .
rectly from the federal govemment to individuals, rather
than a colony or state. Michigan is one of 30 public-land
states first surveyed on a rectangular-survey system, the
township-range system, Other states arc called state-land
states, in which most land was granted to individuals by the
colony or state. The 20 state-land states include the original
13 colonies. According to Law Hatcher, “The Bureau of
Land Management has custody of most of the records relat-
ing to the transfer of property from the federal government
to individuals.”

Law Hatcher includes detailed instructions for such practi-
cal needs as

e transcribing and extracting a deed.

e platting land from a deed using the metes-and-bounds
system.

e reading a land description in the township-range system.

e finding a piece of land on a map in the metes-and-bounds
land platting versus the public-land survey system.

The appendixes include a locality reference for each state
and the District of Columbia, a list of general resources (in
addition to the many specialized resources introduced
throughout the book) and a glossary including more than
100 terms. In a spot-check of the index, I found some en-
tries with the page number references listed one page away
from correct.

I recommend this book highly for a genealogist with some
knowledge of land platting. For a beginner, it would be a
difficult read.

Now I know that when Great Uncle Charley bought the
family farm from his widowed mother for one dollar plus
“love and affection,” it was not unusual at the time; it was a
“deed of gift.”

Patricia Law Hatchet, Locating Your Roots: Discover
Your Ancestors Using Land Records. Cincinnati: Better-
way Books, 2003, 211 pages, indexed, $21.99, available at
http://www. famllytreemagazme com/store/.

—AmtaC Stuever &
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MASTERKA GERRY 3480 CAPITAL AVE SW BATTLE CREEK MI 49015-9354
MAXEY JEANNETTE 8391 N, 26TH STREET KALAMAZOO MI 49004-9644
MCCORMICK RACHAEL H. 123 PONDVIEW CT. BRIHON Mi 48116

MCKAY, JR. EUGENE H, 445 E, HAMILTON LANE BATTLE CREEK MI 49015-4729
MCNEAL M. HELEN 517 EROOSEVELT AVE, BATTLE CREEK MI 49017-4570
MCVAY MARIAN L. 890% WEIR STREET MANASSAS VA 20110-4944

MERRIAM ESTHER 59 PIPER AVE BATTLE CREEK MI 49¢17-4770

MERSHON PHILLIP 213 N MULBERRY STREET MARSALIL MI 49068

MILLER HAZEL M. 652 CAPITAlL AVENE BATYTLE CREEK MI 49017

MONROE CYNTHIA E. 7817 STONEWALL CT, LINCOLN NE 68506

MORSE DR. BEN 1033 FAIRLAWN DR. ROCKLEDGE FL 32955-3021

MYERS EDNA 287 EATON STREET BATTLE CREEK MI 49017

NEUMEYER ELIZABETH 20303 13 MILE ROAD BATTLE CREEK MI 49014-8431
NEWMEYER LOIS DAWSON 1697 K DR. S. EAST LE ROY MI 49051

PATTON SHARON 1932 CLIFFTON STREET LANSING MI 48910

PECK JO 429 HIGH STREET MARSHALL MI 49068

PEORSON JOAN A. PMB 298165 3590 ROUD BOTTOM RD, CINCINNATI OH 45244-3026
PETERS SUSAN M 4205 GARFIELD AVE SOUTII MINNEAPOLIS MN 55409
PIERSON EMMETT/LUCILLE 14300 V AVENUE VICKSBURG MI 49097-9360
PLASSMAN MARLENE 2881 COUTRY CLUB WAY ALBION MI 49224

POTTS VERLA 601 A 18 1/2 MILE ROAD MARSHALL MI 46068-9357
PRESCOTT MARTHA 20642 26 1/2 MILE RD ALBION MI 49224-0449

RADEE VALERIE 9807 29 MILE ROAD ALBION MI 49224-9727

RARICK MARY 65 ALLISON DR. BATTLE CREEK M1 49017

RASMUSSEN JON ERICK K. 128 FORESTVIEW DR BATTLE CREEK MI 49015
RAU CHRIS 131 DREAM FIELD DR, BATTLE CREEK MI 49014

REDMOND SANDRA 11842 3 1/2 MILE ROAD BATTLE CREEK MI 49015

REED MR&MRS THOMAS 368 N 30TH STREET BATTLE CREEK MI 49015-4812
RENSHAW DAVID 235 LOCKWOOD RD COLDWATER MI 49036-9356

RICE ROBERT R, 9800 10 MILE RD, CERESCO MI 49033-9792

RILEY DONALD 3502 COLRAINE CIRCLE HAMPTON VA 23669-1722
RINGELBERS TOM 19537 16 MILE ROAD MARSHALL MI 49069

ROBERTS DVM DR, CHARLES L. 166 CHAPEL HILL DR. BATTLE CEEK MI 45015-4680
ROBINSON JUNE A, 1323 CAPITAL AVE SW BATTLE CREEE. MI 49015

SURNAME MEMBER

ABBOTT AVERY, ELAINE
ABBOTT POTTS, VERLAJ.
ABEL  CALDWELL, BILL & AUDREY
ABEL TELFER, MARCENE A.
ADAMS ADAMS, ARTHUR C.
ADANS ADAMS, KEITH
ADAMS HICKS, BETTY .
ALBAUGH . DEMASO, CARLENE
ALBERTSON STEELE, MARLENE A,
ALBRECHT BAKER, JOHN D.
ALDRICH | © PIERSON, LUCILLE G.
ALLEN CASE, MARILYN
ALLEN GARDINIER, GRADFORD
ALLEN REDMOND, SANDRA
ALLEN STONE, MARY ANNE
ALLEN TELFER, MARCENE A,
AMES BAKER, JOHN D.

AMOS  CALDWELL, WM & AUDREY
ANDERSON  MC CORMICK, RACHAEL H.
ANGLEMEYER  VOLSTROMER, TIMIRA

ANSLEY "ROWLEY, BEVERLY
ANSTERBURG  WILSON, DEBBY
ARCHER POTTS. VERLA .

AREY FRANZEN JAMES M,
ARNOLD CALDWELL, WM *+& AUDREY
ARNOLD LITTEBRANT, DORIS
ASIIBY  CALDWELL, WM & AUDREY
ASHDOWN RENSHAW, DAVID
AVERY MERSHON, PHILLIP
AVERY STONE, MARY ANNE
BABCOCK LEWIS, JAY

BAKER BAKER, JOIIN D.
BALCOM CARTER, THETA DOWNS
BALDWIN BALDWIN, LILA M.

BALLENTINE EVANS, ELEANOR
BALLENTINE HUFE, GL.ORIA

ROBINSON LYNN & ALICE 9995 6 1/2 MILE ROAD CERESCO MI 49033 BAMFIELD BAMFIELD, CAROLYN A,
ROCCO BONNIE 760 N. UNION CITY ROAD COLDWATER MI 49036 BARBER L ANCASTER, BEVERLY
ROWLEY BEVERLY 5224 W. ROSEWOOD SPOKANE WA 99208 BARNEY * VIRE., MAUREEN
RUBLE DAVID& CHERI 180 ADAMS RD BATTLE CREEK. MI 49015-4010 BARNWELL PLASSMAN, MARLENE
SECRIST C. ROBERT 9559 FIREFLY AVE GALESBURG MI 40053-9721 gﬁ %‘E{f&?‘%ﬁvm
SHORT ROMANA 18175 HATCH ROAD ALBION MT 49224 BARTHOLOMEW MERRIAN, ESTHER
SIMMONS FRANK M. 831 HAZELWOOD BLVD. JACKSON MI 49203 BARTLETT CROZIER, ROBERT
SNYDER NANCY 245 CARDINAL AVE BATTLE CREEK M 45017 BARTREM SECRIST, C. ROBERT
SPAFFORD ALPHA L & CARROLL 4165 ELIZABETH DRIVE STEVENSVILLE MI 49127-9530 BATEAN FRANZEHN, JAMES M.
STEEL MARLENE 26 CHARLOTTE STREET BATTLE CREEK MI 49017-5610 BATTERSHALL  LITTERBRANT, DORIS
STONE MARY ANN WHISPERING PINES PARK 1200 S. WASHINGTON CONSTANTINE MI 49042-1300 BATY INNERARITY, JEAN
STUEVER ANITA 300 CARPENTER DR. BATTLE CREEK MI 49017-9712 BEACH HEISLER, ANN
SUNDAY VERA M. 2251 SPRINGPORT ROAD #220 JACKSON MI 49202-1439 BEALS MERSHON, PHILLIP
TELFER MARCENE A. 31 HARVEST LANE BATTLE CREEK MI 49015 BEARD) BLACK, MARLENE M.
TINKHAM PATRICIA 4310 MONTGOMERY SHELBY TWP. MOI 48316-3918 BEATIE INNERARITY, JEAN
VALENTINE RICHARD 15961 A DRIVE N. MARSHALL MI 49068 EEQEEEER MﬁmﬁE
VINCENT ROSELYN W. 216 EASTMAN COURT MARSHALL MI 49068-3112 BECK PETERS, SUSAN
VIRE MAUREEN 146 POTTERS CT. BATTLE CREEK MI 49015-9663 BERBE CALDWELL, WM & AUDREY
VOLSTROMER TIMIRA R. 14555 15 MILE ROAD MARSHALL MI 490689632 BEEMAN PATTON
YOSS WILLIAM R. 4041 LAW STREET #501 HOUSTOJ TX 77005-1071 RELENAP MERSHON, PHILLIP
WALLACE DAVID 615 ALLCOTT MARSHALL MI 49068-1043 BELTZ HUFF, GLORIA
WEISS MICHAEL G. 117 MINGES HILLS DRIVE BATTLE CREEK MI 49015-9332 BENHAM FRANZEN, JAMES M.
WELCHER BARBARA J. 330 DUNHAM DR BATTLE CREEK Mi 49015-4133 BERGMAN BRITTIN, PHYLLIS
WEST BETTY 71 MAURER DRIVE BATTLE CREEK MI 49017-2057 BERGSTRESSER ~ EDDY, DAVID H.
WILLIAMS MARGARET (GAY) 8507 AMBER RIDGE CT. SANFORD FL 32771 BERTRAM ERSHON, PHILLIP
WILLIAMS NANCY 28998 H DRIVE N. ALBION MI 49224 BETTERLY -EVANS, HELEN .
WILSON MARY P.O.BOX 2003 AVON CO §1620-2003 O N ggﬁ
WILSON DEBRA L. 18197 18 MILE ROAD MARSHALL MI 49068-9477 BINGHAM CARTER, THETA DOWNS
WOCHHOLZ KURT 1990 CONEJQ ST. CORONA CA 92882 BINGHAM POTTS, VERLA I,
WOLF EVELYN B. 803 5. SUPERIOR STREET ALBION M 49224-21773 BISEL BLACK, MARLENE
WOODMAN ILENE C. 208 HAWTHORNE BATTLE CREEE MI 49014-5011 BLACK BLACK, MARLENE M.
BLARESLEY CARTER, THETA DOWNS
BLANFORD BAKER, JOHN .
BLOCK VOSS, WILLIAM R.
BLODGET BLACK, MERLENE
BODEN VOSS, WILLIAMR.
Generations

Page7 Vol 17 Issue3 Jan-Feb 2005 Calhoun County Genealogical Society




