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President’s Message

In November our program will be on becoming a member
of the Mayflower Society, That has prompted me to write
to you about your taking your genealogical research one
step beyond just recording your family history. Perhaps
there is a society out there you are eligible to join. Most of
them require proof of your lineage and that can be a chal-
lenge to find and acquire. You may need to become quite
creative in finding these proofs. It brings out more of the
detective in you. There of course is the Mayflower Society,
which we will learn about. Also, you may find you eligible
for the DAR, (Daughters of the American Revolution); the
SAR, (Sons of the American Revolution); Jamestowne So-
ciety, A society whose members must demonstrate descent
from one qualifying ancestor from the Jamestowne colony;
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic,Membership is
open to female descendants, ten years of age or over, of
honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors and marines
of the Civil War, 1861 to 1865, ex-army nurses of that War,
are also eligible to membership; Order of Descendants of
Ancient Planters, The term "Ancient Planter" is applied to
those persons who arrived in Virginia before 1616, re-
mained for a period of three years, paid their passage and
survived the massacre of 1622. They received the first pat-
ents of land in the new wozrld as authorized by Sir Thomas
Dale in 1618 for their personal adventure; Sens of Confed-
erate Veterans, The SCV is the oldest hereditary organiza-
tion for male descendants of U.S. Confederate soldiers.
Membership is open to all male descendants of any veteran
who served honorably in the Confederate armed forces.
Membership can be obtained through either direct or collat-
cral family lines and kinship to a veteran must be docu-
mented genealogically. The minimum age for membership
is 12; Dames of the Loyal Legion of the United States,

Membership is open to (1) lineal and collateral female de-
scendants of the commissioned officers of the Regular and
Volunteer Forces of the United States during the Civil War.
These are but a handful of the lineage societies out there.
Learning and performing the steps to belong to one of these
societies, just sparks your interest in keeping genealogy
alive and preserves your history. It can be rewarding and
fun,

October is Family History Month. We again will be able to
have a member put together a display for local libraries.
Use your imagination, come up with a plan, something you
would like to share during October. If you would like to
patticipate in Family History Month, please give me a call
at 781-4568.

See you at out September meeting where we will have our
election of officers and have a program put on by Peggy

Brumbaugh on Deciphering Old Handwriting.
Judy Groat, President

September 26 meeting :

Deciphering Old Handwriting . Peggy Brumbaugh’s

interest in genealogy began in 1972 when her grand-
mather’s cousin published a book of his family history, She
began serious genealogy research in the 1980s, which has
taken her on many wonderful adventures to old family
homesteads, spooky cemeteries and archives full of old
dusty books. The spark to learn how to decipher came from
her grandmother’s cousin’s book which contained photo-
copies of old records which she could not read. While still a
teen-ager, she went to a library and found a book on deci-
phering. Once she was able to read the old documents, she
was hooked, not only on genealogy but on deciphering, It
has been her passion since and she is eager to share her se-
crets and insights.
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October 24 meeting: So vour Female Ancestor
Has No Surname? Presentation by Karen Krugman. Re-

searching female lines doesn’t have to be difficult. This talk

contains 12 different places you can search to find your
female ancestors surname. Karen has been doing genealogy
since 1988, 7 of those professionally. She is the author of 4
books on family history. She currently resides in Birming-
ham with her husband Mark and their dog Spike.

November 28 meeting: Candice Whitney
will speak on becoming a member of the Mayflower Soci-
ety. Candice will tell us about her search for records, in-
cluding formal birth, marriage and death certificates, which
helped her document her family tree to one of 26 May-
flower Pilgrims. She is a 14th-generation descendant of
Englishman John Tilley and his wife, Joan Hurst who, with
100 others, sailed to America on the Mayflower in 1620.

A little aside; last GENERATIONS 1 reviewed the
book Mavflower by Nathaniel Philbrick. Page 70 of the
book has a mention of John Tilley and his brother Edward
being part of a small contingent from the Mayflower that
took part in one of the explorations on New England soil
for the initial settlement site of the Pilgrims. Page 89

speaks of 13-year-old orphan Elizabeth Tilley and the death

of her aunt and uncle, Edward and Ann.

February 27 meeting:
speak on his book, The Life and Times of Kimber M. Sny-

der; A Soldier in the 78th Pennyslvania Volunteer Infantry .

This book traces the Snyder family from colonial Hunting-
don County, Pennsylvania all the way to Albion, Michigan
at the time of the Great Depression. What began as a quest

to discover the details surrounding a court martial trial of an |
ancestor in the Civil War becomes a journey which takes the
family through several counties in Pennsylvania all the way |

to Arkansas, back and forth through the Ohio Valley, and

the Civil War. Original documents are used to dissect a con-
troversial court martail for mutiny during the Civil War and

later a federal pension officer investigation of a paternity
case in order to qualify one of Kimber’s sisters-in-law’s for

a veteran’s widow pension. Mitch put in ten years doing the

actual research on the book and has documented his work

with over 100 sources and roughly 1,800 footnotes. Anyone

interested in the Civil War or life in rural America will find
his presentation very informative.

gan State University in 1984 (BA degree, Telecommunica-

tions) and from Western Illinois University (1990, a second

BA and a teaching degree in History).  If anyone would

Mitch Lutzke, will

Mitch was
born and raised in Albion, Michigan, graduated from Michi-
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Michigan History Magazine, Vol. 2, #1, July 1917

There are several histories mentioned in the article below.
The first article by Rev. Cahalan can be found in American
History Review, Vol. 23 #2, Jan 1918 pp. 446-485. Does
anyone know where the other histories are? Let the editor
know and I will let our members know. They might contain
some useful genealogical information for someone.
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The Calhoun County Genealogical Society has received a
transcription of a diary written by Susan Errington in 1880,
Like most diaries, it is a “day in the life of”* this young girl
living in Muskegon, Michigan. While not exactly Calhoun
County, it is none the less an interesting look at what life
was like in our area at that time. GENERATIONS will
print excerpts as space permits. We wish to thank Myra
Herron for the time and effort she has given in transcribing
this diary and for giving it to us. Thank you, Myra.

THE YEAR 1880 FOR
SUSIE ERRINGTON
MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN
INFORMATION TAKEN FROM A DIARY GIVEN
TO SUSIE ERRINGTON, WITH THE INSCRIP-
TION

“SUSIE ERRINGTON, A CHRISTMAS GIFT,
1879, MUSKEGON”

Said Good Bye with a lump in my throat. Enjoyed the walk home immensely.

Wednesday, May 26, 1880 Wednesday and only
the second day of school. 1 am afraid I shall never be a success-
ful teacher. T haven’t the nack (sic) of teaching, 1have been fora
ramble in the woods with May tonight and I called on Mrs. Hile,

Thursday, May 27, 1880 Only two more days of
school this term, I am glad and yet how sorry I am. I shall miss
my scholars and May so much. I have been fishing but one fish.
Had a nice boat ride in a leaky boat.

Friday, May 28, 1880 School was very nice this
morning but this afternoon my boys called other names and Char-
lie and Leslie with the rest. I went to Lake with May and had a
delightful ride on it in a row boat, it rocked so nice.

Saturday, May 29, 1880 I staid (sic) with May last
night, had a nice time. Wrote letter for Mrs. Kraar. School is out
and I do feel as if [ might cry. May came to school and is going
to stay all night with me. Burtis has spent the evening, he and we
have had a gay time.

Sunday, May 30, 1880 I wrote Georgia this mbrning,
read my S. 8. lesson and I felt homesick, After dinner, prepared
for S. S. Rode with the Hendricks. Enjoyed the services much,

Monday, May 31, 1880 Ibegan to look

for Mr. B at seven, to come and take me to town and it rained so that he didn’t come till after noon. I arrived in time to see the pro-

cession but did not feel able to go to the cemetery.

Tuesday, June 1, 1880

Cousin Addie & Carence (sic) all gone and it is so

lonely without them, We washed this morning and then T helped them get ready. After they were gone I did up the work and then

went down town to have my order cashed. Wednesday, June 2,

1880 A dreary lonesome day. I was going to do all the

ironing and haven’t done a bit of it, am going at it now though., Mrs, Smalley spent the day here and I was so glad for I think she

enjoys it, Nothing written until :

Sunday, June 20, 1880

It is “Children’s Day” today and M and I are going to church

P. M. Had a pleasant time at the church. Have been to Mr, Collier’s this afternoon and have enjoyed it much but am so tired,
Monday, June 21, 1880 It has been a beautiful day though very warm. Washed today, didn’t get through until 2:30P. M. M &1

have been to town. It is after dinner and T must go to bed. 1 wish I could see May.

Tuesday, June 22, 1880 | has been a

busy, tired day. Cousin Addie is coming tomorrow and T am so glad, T want to see her so much. I have finished reading Edith Seyle
and I am glad for T don’t like it . T don’t think it does me any good. Wednesday, June 23, 1880 I worked hard all the
morning, had strawberry shortcake for dinner. Cousin A & C came just as we finished and weren’t we glad? Oaly three days more
and then we hope to be at home.  Thursday, June 24, 1880 Chancy G. & I went to the mill, for the dock, and then for a
boat ride. The mill was splendid and I would have liked to have stayed longer, “Commencement” was very nice. Jeanie looked
fovely. Friday, June 25,1880  Tomorrow will be Saturday. It is the last day of Mattie’s school. T am so glad for she is just
tired out. We have just finished packing and have had a metry time with the boys while Cousins A & C were at the reception tomor-
TOW. Saturday, June 26, 1880 We started this morning. Saying Good Bye to Cousin Chancey’s people was like leaving home,
Had an awful time getting home. Had to wait 2 hours in Gd. (Grand) Rapids and five in Kal(amazoo} and this just incensed father at
B. C. (Battle Creek). Sunday, June 27, 1880  Home again, home again, isn’t it nice, it isn’t changed much, though the girls
are grown so much, T hardly knew Lottie (Charlotte, her sister) and Crouch. 1 do hope I am thankful but I'm afraid I’m not. Itis
Mart’s birthday but we didn’t go there to dinner fore we didn’t go home in time. Monday, Juane 28, 1880 Monday, wash-
ing day. M & T are tired and so is Miss Gustin. Frank went for our trunks this morning. It is so nice fo be at home, Mabel and
Agpe and Mattie were here tonight, Tuesday, June 29, 1880 We ironed this moraing and in the P. M. rested. Then I
walked over to Mr. Robinson’s. M. & Miss Gustin went a little way, Thad a nice time. I wish I were as good as Georgia.
Wednesday, June 30, 1880 Staid (sic) over night with Georgia and in the morn she brought me home. IT, X & I went to
Cousin M’s yesterday fo pick cherries. We picked 1 bu, 2 pks (1 bushel, 2 pecks). Mother canned 11 gts. Miss Gustin is gone.
Nothing written until | Monday, July 5, 1880 ‘What does make me say so many wicked things? I am afraid I never shall be a
Christian again but the darkest cloud may have a silver lining and may be nice, may have...Trust & Pray. Tuesday, July 6, 1880

I have felt better today and happier. T’ve ironed this morning, Thave read some from Self Help and studied Arithmetic some. Mean
to read and study some each day, Wednesday, July 7, 1880 I sewed all the A. M. on my lawn dress. P. M. did house
work, made my toilet and prepared supper for 13 persons, After supper I sewed. Mattie fitted my dress. Mother and Hattie went to
Mrs. Anderson’s funeral. Thursday, July 8, 1880 Friday, 9. Sick all day. H & M went to the party and had a pleasant time,
liked Miss Bock much, Miss Sterling was here a little while, T ate breakfast at 4:30 P. M. Anna A & M. Sterling are sick too, Mis-
ery loves company. Friday, July 9, 1880 Nothing written, see above Thursday, July 8. Saturday, July 10, 1880
Hattie has gone for Cousin E & Bessie. Look for them every minute, Tam frying to learn to move more quickly, but | forget so of-
ten that I don’t make much head work. This in an awful pen,
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