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President’s Note: ARMISTICE DAY OR VETERANS DAY

by Jim Jackson, President

While researching in Washington, D.C.
I took a break to tour Arlington National
Cemetery. Iusually spend a few moments at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I’m sure
everyone is familiar with this monument, but
there are also other Tombs of the Unknowns in
the United States: Tomb of the Unknown
Revolutionary War Soldier in Washington
Square, Philadelphia; Civil War Unknowns
Monument, Arlington National Cemetery; and
Tomb of the Unknown Confederate Soldier at
Beauvour in Biloxi, Mississippi. Here a few facts
regarding the soldiers who guard the most
visited Tomb.

The Tomb has been guarded by a Sentinel
continuously (every minute, day and night) since
1937, including during terrorist attacks and
hurricanes. They must pass a series of tests.
After serving 9 months as a Sentinel at the
Tomb, he,or she (there have been three female
Sentinels) receive the Tomb Guard Identification
Badge, the second rarest award currently issued
in the United States Army; only the Army
Astronaut Badge is rarer. Since the first award
in 1958, only about 600 soldiers have completed
training and been awarded this Badge.

A Guard takes six to eight hours to
prepare his uniform — heavy wool, regardless of
the time of year — for the next day’s work. His
gloves are moistened to improve his grip on the
rifle.

The Guard takes 21 steps across the mat.
This alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, which
is the highest honor given any military or foreign
dignitary. He stops on the 21* step, then turns
and faces the Tomb for 21 seconds. Then he
turns to face back down the mat, changes his
weapon to the outside shoulder, counts 21
seconds, and then steps off for another 21 step
walk down the mat. He faces the Tomb at each
end of the 21 step walk for 21 seconds. The

Sentinel then repeats this over and over until he
is relieved at the Guard Change.

The mat is replaced twice each year:
before Memorial Day and before Veterans Day.
This is required because of the wear on the
rubber mat by the special shoes worn by Tomb
Guards. On the ground not covered by the mat,
a wear pattern in the tile can be seen that
corresponds to the precise steps taken during the

changing of the guard.

The Guard is changed every thirty
minutes during the summer (April 1 to Sep 30)
and every hour during the winter (Oct 1 to Mar
31). During the hours the cemetery is closed,
the guard is changed every 2 hours.

The guard wears no rank insignia, so as
not to outrank the Unknowns, whatever their
ranks may have been. The duties of the sentinels
are not purely ceremonial. The sentinels will
confront people who cross the barriers at the
tomb, or are disrespectful or loud.
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Calhoun County Genealogical Society

The purposes of the Calhoun County Genealogical Society (CCGS) are:

e To gather and preserve information of genealogical value.

¢ To encourage the deposit of such information in suitable depositories.

¢ To aid genealogists in the study of family history through the exchange of knowledge.

¢ To publish and promote Calhoun County and other genealogical materials.

CCGS is a nonprofit organization recognized as tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code. Contributions are tax-

deductible to the extent provided by law. Individuals, libraries or societies may join. Annual dues for the year, beginning September 1, are

$18 for members choosing to receive Generations through postal mail or $15 for members electing to receive the newsletter via e-mail.

Memberships are accepted year-round; dues received after May 1 will pay for the following year’s membership. Members receive

Generations newsletter six times per year. All are invited to submit articles to the Generations editor. Permission is granted to reprint

articles unless otherwise noted. Please give appropriate credit to the source. Copies of pages from back issues of Generations are available for
$1.00 for the first page and $.50 for each additional page. General meetings are held at 7 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of each month at the LDS
Marshall Branch Church 16036 Old US —27, Marshall, #nless otherwise specified. No meetings are held in July, August or December.

Programs are free and open to the public.
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Obituaries published in CA newspapers

BEGG, William James ! 7 ¥=6 O3

Born March 2, 1938, in Bat-
tle Creek, Michigan;' passztlatd
away February 15, 2008. Jim
mz'!j§ththe gelgved husband- of

ith, an elo
Ar}drew and. by ved father of

im began his career
actor in New York l?:fo?’z

| moving west to Los Angeles

where he became a successful

actor and producer. He will be

sadly missed by all his friends

ggfe;afmllyh_and fondly remem-
or his de i

bt g s votion to them

humor. £ 2o ﬁ&t%‘s&m
Services will be “held at 1T

a.m. today, Tuesda F
19th, at St. Francis ge Sa?(-';st
Church, 13360 Valleyheart
Drive, Sherman Oaks, with in-
terment following at Forest
Lalwn,'_Hollywood Hills.
n lieu of flowers, I
c_oqsnder a remembrangeea?r?
Jim’s name to The Motion
Picture & Television Fund or
glrgeatBrotEers Big Sisters of-
er os An
Inland Empire. s L

—

RAMBO, William Monsen "Bill”
Born to Lewis and Agnes
Rambo Jan. 2, 1922 in Battle
Creek, Michigan. Went home to
the Lord on Jan. 8, 2908. Bill
was surrounded by his loving
family. Survived by: Susan, his
wife of 41 years; children,
Mindy, Jeff, Brad and Matt;
step children, Elyse, Jeff and
Eric; and eleven grandchildren.
Bill was a friend to everyone.
He especially loved his family,
golden retrievers, boats, ten-
nis, Dixieland jazz and classical
music. Bill served as an army
' first lieutenant during the sec-
ond- world war, spent many
years working in the In the
electronics industry, and was

e
AUSTIN, Robert W.

his life in Pasadena, CA, where
he was a school teacher for
over 30 years. An avid reader
of history and Sierra Club
member, Robert used to spend
most of his free time hiking in
the Southern California moun-
tains. A graduate of Stanford
and UCLA, Robert loved educa-
tion. He was still going to
chool in his 80's.24 FEB O
! S Never married, he is survive

by his nephew, Ed Austin,
niece, Margi Austin and grand-
niece Christine Austin.
There will be a public viewing
&on February 29, from 4-6 p.m.
at Cabot and Sons Mortuary,
427 Chestnut Street, Pasadena.
A‘Ijl family and friends are invit-
ed.

DARBY, Miricm (Barnes)
gDAR“' of Lou(istille, KY, gassed
hursday, September 13,

Jewish Hospital. 3L i
; eek, Michigan, she
g %atstclkelcoorl English teacher

was in charge of tne
rlsyfor Burpee Seed Co. in

0.
. She was a member of .t
§§2rhood, Kappa Alpha Theta, and

D'éi% was preceded in death by her

2007

ene Darby. She is sur-

hters, Diana Lynne
h:é (%%71:11 er), of Lou13y111e,~ a
ah Ann Darby, of Madison,

and her randchildren

Robert, 92, passed away of
natural causes on February 18, |
2008. Born in Battle Creek,
Michigan, Robert lived most of

A )

- 0
Hannah and Clay Darby 1Waidleé ,

Travis, Janice Lynn (Axel),
of Fountain Valley, CA, passed
away on January 4, 2012 at the
age of 62, surrounded by her
family, after a courageous battle
with Systemic Lupus for over 30
years. Janice was born in Battle
Creek, MI, daughter of William J.
and Donna M. Axel. She was a
loving wife, mother, grandmoth-
er, sister, aunt and friend to all
that knew her. She is survived
by her husband of 43 years,
Robert L. Travis; her son, Robert (\/

9

E. Travis, his wife Kerri
Wilkerson and twin children
Ethan and Madeline; her daugh
ter, Rebecca A. DeGree, her f“
husband Donald DeGree and \
three children, James, Patrick

and Kevin. She is also survived ‘2
by her two brothers, William J.
Axel Il, his wife Kay and threeB
children, Christine, William IV
and Kyle; and Thomas C. Axel
and his wife Carla. Services will %

be Monday afternoon, January
16th at the Heritage-Dilday Fu-

i L oo ud § V.biando, Flor- -

ng-ti rian, first with . abeth Tichenor of Orlando, & neral Home at 17911 Beach
&:&?ﬁr;'m;o?a(:tya and later at %;Z a;gfd Jon Tichenor of %ngi?r?g Blvd.,, Huntington Beach, CA.
Fast Bremerton Rotary in the A memorial visitation <:<546_,7 e Visitation from 2:30 to 3:30 with
Seattle area. Bill spent many her life will be held §‘°‘§S Funeral the service from 3:30 to 4:30. In-
ears on the speakers’ circuit Wednesday, at Hight ?an Louis- terment will be the following day
¥or Ronald McDonald Childrens’ Home, 3331 Taylorsville cattered in J 17 at 2:00 at the
Charities of the Childrens’ Hos- ville, Her ashes will be s anuary 1/ al 00 ai ine
pital of LA. He will be cher- the Pacific Ocean. . expressions of Miramar National Cemetery, La
ished and live in_our memories _In lieu of owert, 0. Sister- Jolla, CA. The family requests
forever. AN OS5 sym ath% E;naygggmo ¢/o Laurinda that donations be made to the
hel}dmZTorRl'e sell;‘:lecseb)xlgrigﬁ &ksl(t)(())kesf,).Z(')s" Alcott’Rd. Louisville, {;jeaaig?afllob:?sus Foundation in

3 : 7. d

Church of the Master on Jan KY, 4020 e e Hibios
vary 17th at 4 p.m. I}fﬂfﬁ’f?,?).lnd‘ﬂl‘i‘ﬂf‘ﬂff

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the City of
San Clemente Animal Shelter

ilga Erl‘ulcsa '?&r?e s;nZZ%;lg‘::::‘dtae These obituaries were published in the Los Angeles Times and Orange

92674. ‘Pleaser_szcet Fgﬂ?ﬁ;ﬁ County Register. Eleanor Borkenhagen from the Orange County CA

E(’i%ﬁtt‘t‘fet a Genealogical Society provided these to us in case they would be of
interest. If any of these are of interest to you please contact the news-

letter editor to get the original.
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e Davis.
OF AT N[[(?IggAN CANNONEER Albert

DIARY OF
THOMAS ALBERT DAVIS
BATTERY B oy
15T MICHIGAN LT. ARTILLE

Transcribed and edited by
Chris Czopek

THOMAS “AI BERT™ DAVIS, b/ 1845 Oct 1; Civil War Service, died in Rome, GA, 1 June 1864
SON OF ISAAC DIXSON DAVIS AND SOPHIA REED

draw it by hand and kept with the horses and the other [pieces?]
I must stop for I have written this sheet all up. ...

This is an excerpt from
the Diary of Thomas

1864 June 1, Tuesday @ Rome, GA from RHUFUS & HUBBELL, Batt B, 1st Mich Light Art, 3 Brigade, 2Div, 16

[?] Corp to friend, Mr. Davis {father Isaac Dixon Davis}

I thought I would write you a few lines seeing that I had the opportunity to let you know how we are getting along.
We have been marching for the last 25 days of May and have finally stopped to rest. I [?] to have not very good news

to impart to you. ALBERT was taken down sick when we stopped. He now lies in the hospital. [RAUFUS?] & myself
was down to see him last Sunday and he seemed to feel better. We went and washed his clothes for him. Went down
this moming, which is Tuesday, to see him and he was worse. He had been out of his head for the last hour. We are in
hopes he will not be sick long for we would like to come home as we went away. We will do all that we possibly can
for him. The docter seems to think that he is a little better Jjust now. WILLIAM is not very tough but I guess he will
stick it through. [RAULFUS?] and myself never enjoyed better health in the world. It is mighty warm down here but
we do not have anything to do so we get in the shade as much as possible. I am in hopes that ALBERT will be all right
in a little while. If you should happen to see our folks, tell them that we are all well. No more time but we will write

and let you know if he gets any worse. This from [RHUFUS] & HUBBELL. Write soon as you get this.
THOMAS ALBERT DAVIS died on 1 June 1864, the day his friend wrote of his illness.

3INTRY FROM DIARY OF ADELE DAVIS MURRAY, 1874 June 1 -

I desire to say a few words to you tonight, my Journal. This is the tenth anniversary of my dear brother Albert’s
leath, the companion of my childhood, the one upon who I was wont to look as my surest stay and support. The cruel
var called him to a southern grave. I sometimes think he might have felt that I did not sotrow for his going. I was so

mxious not to give him unnecessary pain. But we had no sooner left him than I let my tears have way.

{ote:
“he letters are on file at the Bentley Historical Library, U of M, Ann Arbor, M1
also have a diary kept by Thomas which is very difficult to decipher. Will add later......
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LAY 21, 1864
~ Received an order for 20 days rations.
Also, to be ready to march May 23.

MAY 22

~Boots & Saddles” the first thing this morning, about daylight.
Marched for Rome. Arrived & encamped 4 miles from

MAY 23 - ROME, GA.

Stayed in camp hospital all day. No incidents of interest.

Don’t feel very well, nor have for some time.

MAY 24 — ROME, GA.

Took our guns to a fort. Named it “Fort Ernst” in honor of our Lieut.

[2™ Lieut. William F. Ernst]
Feel no better today.

May 25 — ROME, GA.

Stayed up around camp. The drivers are down town in a livery with their horses.

The other section has their gunsinan ..........

These are the last words written in the diary.

Thomas Albert Davis died June 1 of Typhoid fever in Rome, GA.
He is buried in the National Cemetery at Marietta, GA

You can visit his grave in Section 6, #1686

MAY 23 _
Gtayed in camp hs [=hospital?]
This information was All day / no incider;:csl
. Of interest —don’t fee
provided by Ruth Very well nor have
Kaiser. Chris Czo- For some time
peck provided CCGS MAY 24
his transcription Took our guns up
booklet of the Bab- In a fort / named it

is on file at Calhoun
feel no bet-

Fort Ernst in honor
cock Cemetary and it Of our Lieut.
(2" Lieut. William F. Ernst]

Libraries. ter today May 25 stayed? Up around

Thomas Albert D

camp / the drivers

are down town in a
livery with their horses

the other section has
their guns in an

these are the last words written in the diarx. .
/ avis died June 1 of Typhoid fever in Rome, GA.

His grave can be found in the National Cemetery at Marietta, GA,
Section 6, grave #1686]
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Melissa Jeger Genealogy Project.

ancestry = Melissa's Genealogy Project

Alfred Jager

B: 29 Mar 1905 Tllinois, USA
M:

D: 30 Dec 1997 Georgia, USA

Robert Wayne Jager
B: 7 Mar 1929 Tllinois, USA

| M: 10 September 1948 USA
D: 12 Jul 1991 Michigan, USA

Jeanette Douma
B: 4 Dec 1907 Tlinois, USA

M:
D: 10 Aug 1977 Michigan, USA
James Allen Jager

B: 23 Feb 1951 Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
M: 23 Dec 1978 Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA

D:
Gano Burdette Robinson
B: 21 Mar 1911 Ohio, USA
M: 15 July 1930 Michigan, USA
D: 14 Jun 1964 Michigan, USA
Patricia Mae Robinson
B: 9 may 1931 Michigan, USA
M: 10 September 1948 USA
D:
Mary Rose Curtis
B: 8 Dec 1911 Toledo, Ohio, USA
M: 15 July 1930 Michigan, USA
D: 28 Nov 2005 Michigan, USA
Melissa Kay Jager

B: 11 Mar 1983 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
M: 11 Feb 2012 Marshall, Cahoun, Michigan, USA

D:
George Markham Sanders
B: 20 Aug 1917 Michigan, USA
M: 15 Sep 1936 Indiana, USA
| D: 3 Mar 1945 The Philippines
Jack Duane Sanders
B: 19 Apr 1937 Michigan, USA
M: 11 Oct 1956 Michigan, USA
D: 17 Aug 1966 Enid, Oklahoma, USA
Lula Lejuene Giddings
B: 14 Feb 1918 Michigan, USA
M: 15 Sep 1936 Indiana, USA
D: 28 Feb 2005 Michigan, USA
Patricia Anne Sanders
B: 22 Nov 1957 Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
M: 23 Dec 1978 Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA
D:
Glenn Carlkton Page
B: 10 Mar 1912 Michigan, USA
| M: 1 Oct 1938 Michigan, USA
| D: 4 Jul 1997 Michigan, USA
Margaret Helene Page
B: 20 Jun 1939 Michigan, USA
M: 11 Oct 1956 Michigan, USA
D:
; Helen Margaret Miller
M Hushand - B: 25 Mar 1917 Michigan, USA
. M: 1 Oct 1938 Michigan, USA
o i D,H,\g) Jose P\" Decker D: 14 May 1989 Michigan, USA

B. 2 Jan 1485 Battle Ceeele, Calhown | W\ V3A
M. W\ Feb Joia- Mars'bw»n'Cou(how\' ML USA

Henry Herman Jager
B: 18 Mar 1875 Netherlands
D: Jun 1951

Katherine Wegeman
B: 1877 Netherlands
D: 1956 Michigan, USA

Martin Douma
B:
D:

Anna VanderWoude
B:
D:

Charles Burdette Robinson
B: 18 May 1883 Ohio, USA
D: 26 Jan 1925 Canada

Mary Grace Hahn
B: 1 Aug 1883 Ohio, USA
D: 17 Apr 1966 Canada

John F. Kordas
B: Aug 1888 Toledo, Ohio, USA
D: 18 Jul 1925 United States

Helen Kurchenko
B: 2 Aug 1892 Poland
D:

Lewis O Sanders
B: 30 Jan 1893 Wisconsin, USA
D: Apr 1975 Michigan, USA

Minnie Dot Markham
B: abt 1889 United States
D:

Paul Olan Giddings
B: 16 Aug 1896 Colorado, USA
D:

Adaline Blodgett
B: 25 Nov 1897 Michigan, USA
D: 19 Nov 1990 Michigan, USA

George Banks Page
B: 2 May 1886 Michigan, USA
D: 17 pec 1954

Greta May Townsend
B: Jun 1888 Michigan, USA
D: 1943

Fred Christopher Miller
B: 2 Feb 1875 Michigan, USA
D: 14 May 1957

Lena Liian Morrison
B: 30 May 1896 Michigan, USA
D:

If you have any information to share with Melissa you can contact the Newsletter editor.
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CCGS Welcomes New Vice President

Alex VanZanten

I was born in Battle Creek in 1947. 1 graduated from Lakeview High School in 1965. 1
have always been interested in my family history. After high school I enlisted in the Marine
Corp and was stationed in California, where I lived for eleven years. While in California I
joined the LDS Church and started working on my family genealogy. I started working for
the LDS Church and moved to Utah in 1986. After retiring from retail (Fred Myer) I mar-
ried my high school sweetheart and returned to Michigan.

My mother’s parents moved from England to Battle Creek in 1909. My grandfather
was Adamson Bell. My grandmother was a Flemming, My father’s ancestors came from the
Netherlands in 1847 with the Dutch that settled in the Holland, Michigan area.

[ have been the Family History Consultant for the LDS Church and volunteer in the
LDS Genealogy Library in Battle Creek. When Sandi Hartnell indicated that the CCGS
needed a new place to meet [ volunteered the LDS Church building in Marshall. Since I
have the keys they made me the vice-president! I look forward to helping people who are as

interested in genealogy as [ am.

Annual Membership List :

The Board of Directors and some members have become concerned about our annual pub-
lication of the members names and addresses in the newsletter. Due to some privacy con-
cerns, we have decided to not include the list in the newsletter which is also distributed to
some libraries. We will create the membership list and distribute it to members only as a
separate document with the January newsletter. If any of the members do not wish to have
their contact information included in this list please contact Marcie Telfer ( see contact in-
formation on page 2)
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Calhoun County Genealogical Society Calendar of Events

CCGS monthly meetings are typically held the fourth Tuesday of each month except July, August and December,
and are free and open to the public. Unless noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. at LDS Marshall Branch Church at
16036 Old US-27 N, Marshall MI.

November 27 Howard Streeter, member of Sons of Union Veterans and a re-enactor will speak on “Civil
War Medicine and bring some of his extensive collection of Civil War era medical equipment to display.

December—No Meeting
January 28th, Annual “Show and Tell”

February 22nd FRIDAY Annual “Library Lock in” at the Helen Warner Branch, Willard Library. 36 Minges
Creek Place, Battle Creek, Ml

Have ideas for future programs? Please contact President Alex VanZanten, whose contact information is
on page 2.
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