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SUCCESS IN LIFE.

By Superintendent Lister.

AM glad to use the “Echo” as a medium through which I
may speak to the young people of ‘our schools, and
especially to those who are about to bid farewell to high

school and enter the busy walks of life.

Members of the class of 190y you are, just at this time,
objects of surpassing interest to every thoughtful beholder. I say
that, not to flatter vanity but to awaken a sense of responsibility.
Permit me to emphasize two things which in my opinion will
largely determine each individual’s future success. These two
are: training and character,

In the early history of our country skill in any line of work
had not the premium put upon it that there is to-day. Our
forefathers did not find it necessary to be a college graduate, or
to be trained in a technological school, or to have a scientific
education to make a success in life. Success, if it be measured
by dollars and cents as units, came in large measure to John
Jacob Astor, Daniel Drew, Vanderbilt, and many others who had
never made any special preparation whatever for the lines of
work which they pursued to amass their great fortunes.

Not so to-day. We are living in an age of invention, an age
of electricity and the development of steel ; an age in which the
laws and forces of nature are being studied for their: worth as

applied to practical purposes. No person can hope for success
to-day above that of the common laborer who does not train
diligently for the business which he intends to pursue.

If he aspires to be a musician he must train for it, for our

cars have been cultured to know what good music is ; if he desires
a business career he must train for it, he must not only familiarize
himself with the minutest details of that business which he
chooses but he must possess a mind trained to act perfectly, to
weigh and consider quickly and accurately, and to form unerring
judgments.
" Inno line of activity to-day do we find a greater demand for
well-balanced, thoroughly trained minds than in the great field of
commercial industry. The testimony of our Captains of Industry
is such, too, as warrants Yyoung people in electing that their
training shall be continued in the higher institutions of learning
of our land.

In the early days a lawyer could succeed by studying in the -
office of another, a physician by taking his course with another
rhysician, but to-day no lawyer can hope to do anything who has
not read his Blackstone under the careful supervision of a trained
teacher, and the physician to whom We entrust ourselves in time
of illness is one who has spent years in most careful preparation
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progress which the Vassar schools afre making.under
the supervision of Superintendent Lister and his able
o Df1 Tead;:\s'. weeks ago, another of Michigan’s oldest and
best (2211}egis, Olivet, complimented the stancliing. 0)? our high
by placing it on the list of approved institutions \'vhose
s re permitted to enter the college department without
gl-adu'atetst ?1 %o-dav a young man or young woman can he as
(fx;ml?;rligsl;ed for l;nivérsity or college work as in our largest
tP' 4 ; thus in the educational line Vassar is offering inducemc-nts
4 "d. t town second to none. This should be borne in mind
R eln al Vassarite when €éxpatiating upon the de_sirability
b? :L‘: ?,ill;;e to those who are contemplating a quiet, attractive,
Eealthful place in which to rear t}.1eir childfen. ' : G
The class of 1904 is one which any city might muglf-a x;‘ a ]:
itself upon graduating, both in the personnel and number of whic
!ts‘e : ed. Nine young men and eleven young women !
e isil?z]:)tosan.ir;ﬂuenée they may exert in the wc?rld! What
er for good or evil is bound up in that score of lives!
o Who knows but some name among the number may become
a household word in our national life. and adorn the pages of
Ame’?‘?en];];:'?irye.xpects the very best from these young people,
and hopes the very best for them. The halls'qf learning are open
them, and there are numerous opportum_hes for acqmrmgb.a
zzrnplete education along the avenues of seli-help open to ambi-
tious young men and women.

TH}-‘ Board of Education feels a justifiable pride in the

It has been my observation, that, ot

her thing being
the educated man

distances hig competitor in the e of 1i:
An engineer officer being recently as

he is also likely to stop knowi
This feeling is general.

The great Gladstone

said to young men : “Gelknowwle
all you can, . |

- work onwards and work upwards,"

Dr. Cuyler, of New York, says: “T have watcd the ¢
of young men by the thousand in thi
years, and I find that the chief differen,
and the failures, lies i the single ¢]

dash, however brilliant. The easily dis
back by a straw, are all the time droppi
or bé carried along on the stretcher of charity.”

They who understandv and  practice Abrahay |

_Linc
homely maxim of “pegging away” have achieved the sol
success.

The Board of Education of Vassar wil watch with inte
the career of the class of 1goy.

Jonn L. Roor,
President of the Board of Educat
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to gain a livelihood, are united in the interests of

education, and believe that the future of our nation
depends largely upon the public schools of to-day, and the success
of the public school depends upon the united efforts of the
teachers, board of education, taxpayers and patrons of the school.
We know that every boy or girl in this broad land of ours, of
sufficient health, between the ages of five and twenty years, can
gain an education if disposed to do so, and thus arm themselves
with weapons which, combined with energy, will enable them to
compete for a position in the front ranks of this commercial,
agricultural and manufacturing nation.

The Vassar schools, through the efforts of the Board of
Education and their corps of teachers, are justly proud of the
position they occupy among the schools of our great State of
Michigan, a school where a diploma is a pass to enter any
educational institution of the state.

The present Board consists of John L. Root, its President,
who is a commercial traveling man, and one who, in the course of
his ramblings, is ever on the lookout for pointers that wili
increase the efficiency of the Vassar schools.

R. G. Lyon, its Secretary, has been a member of the .force_
about fifteen years, and enjoys the hearty good will and smile of
teachers as he presents them each month with an order for their
hay.

THE Board of Education, while pusuing various methods

C. S. Cottrell, the Treasurer, is a farmer and one who has
contributed largely to the support of the school, and now has one
daughter who is a successful teacher in the grades. Mr. Cottrell
has been a member of the Board for eight vears and his experience
in school matters is valuable and ever for the good of the school.

P. L. Varnum, who keeps a shoe store, is a veteran in schoo!

X

matters, having served upon the Board for many years and a
number of those years as President. Although his own children
have grown to manhood and womanhood, still Mr. Varnum takes
the same active interest in the school that he did when they were
under instruction, and his varied experience in school work makes
his councils of value to the School Board.

Captain E. H. Taylor, who is a Civil War veteran and since
that time a lawyer, is an old member of the Board, having served
as its Secretary for nearly nine years. He brings ripe experience
into the councils of the Board. He is a man who believes in
pushing forward and exerting every effort toward making the
school buildings and grounds attractive to the pupil. He is
interested also in a well-directed system and is ever striving to
place the school upon a higher plane as an educational institution.

H. J. Miller, the druggist, who was appointed within the
year to fill the position on the board caused by the death of
Dr. James C. Avery, is a comparatively young man with a grow-
ing family, and takes hold of the work like a veteran. He is full
of energy and enthusiastic for the cause of education.

This short sketch of the Board of Education would not be
complete without paying a high tribute to the memory of Dr.
James C. Avery, who was called to his reward during the school
year now nearly closed. Dr. Avery was a good citizen, a bright
and active man in everything that went toward making this world
better. Ever ready to encourage his fellow men to a higher level

of manhood as well as frown upon whatever is degrading and
tends toward a downward course.

The Board of Education believes that the world is better for
the fact that Dr. Avery lived in it. Although he was cut off in
the prime of life, his works will follow him.

R. G. Lyon, Secretary.
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THE SENIOR ECHO

Of Vassar High School.

Published by the Class of 1904.

Editorials.

that have completed the course of study of the Vassar

High School, belongs the pleasing duty of addressing
the people of Vassar and friends of the high school in an annual
representing the best efforts of the pupils. The colleges and
many of our high schools have recognized the value of a publica-
tion of this kind. Our school has long been capable of putting out
a creditable annual, though no other class has yet recognized this
work as imperative. It becomes necessary, in our school work, to
adopt new methods from year to year to keep pace with the
outside world. So we consider the publishing of our “Echo” as a
step in this advancement and a fitting finale to the four year’s
work. No pains have been spared to offer subjects of interest to
both young and old. We have hunted up facts from many sources
that we might furnish to the people a history of the “Old School”
and have even gained the aid of the first teacher ever employed it
Vassar, now Mrs. O. P. Tobey. She felt incapable on account of

TO the class of 1904, the largest of the thirty-three classes

ker advanced years, of writing anything, but furnished some facts
which we might use. Her words have been inserted somewhat
against her wishes, but we trust the offense will be pardonable in
view of the wishes of many who remember her efforts in connec-
tion with those early school days. Then, too, we have spent a
great deal of time and written many letters to far distant parts of
the United States to gain information concerning the Alumni
One would scarcely believe that the graduates are so widely
scattered. The Vassar High School has furnished from among
its boys and girls occupants of positions in all the important
professions, who have become men and women of well rounded
character and noble purpose. We found that the former graduates
and teachers were very ready to contribute toward making our
undertaking successful. Omnly a few have been asked to write
articles, and they have responded very ably and cheerfully; indeed, -
had we space, any number could have been procured. We are
confident that this department of the work will be of great interest
to our readers. Some consideration, however, must be asked
concerning the other parts of the book. It may be sufficient to
say that it has been our earnest endeavor to place in the hands
of the people a publication worthy of the standard of Vassar
High School. May our efforts serve as an inspiration to the
classes that shall follow. May the “Echo” of our past year’s
achievements reverberate through the old familiar halls and return
to the classes of future time with the words “Follow,” and
“Perfect.”

AvriceE GRAVES.



AIM IN LIFE.

How many people are there who find that there is always
something wanting in their lives? That there is always a desire
for something they can not find?

In such people’s lives there is something lacking. Although
they may work hard every day, either mentally or physically, they
live only a day at a time and have no definite aim toward which
to direct their energies. Instead of letting ourselves go through
the world like a wrecked ship upon the ocean which is drifted
about by every change of the wind, and many times is found going
back over the same places which it had just traversed, should we
not have some port toward which we sail? Otherwise we are no
better than the roaming gypsies. Although we stay in one place
a year, perhaps ten years or even more, have we done the very
best that we could to fil] our position whatever it may be, and
have we made an impression on the surrounding community ?

People may say: “There is a steady yvoung man; he will
make a success of life ;7 but they are not aware that to make life
a success it takes other qualities than steadiness, that a man must
strive to do the very best he can along his line and let come what
will he must be up and doing. Life is short and the world is
large and there are so many people that one man’s life is to the
world not worth considering unless it rises far above the average.

It is true that no man has ever reached a perfect state of
piness ; but men have lived who have found the interest in their
work so absorbing that they have had very little time to worry

hap,

over their misfortunes and troubl.
who enjoy life most.
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It makes, comparatively speaking, very little difference what
institution we attend. There is the opportunity in the small
college for coming personally in contact with the professors, who
are men of culture and learning, to inspire any young person with
higher ideals.

On the other hand the larger college or university offers
superior facilities for specialization in a favorite line of research.

But both the small college and the great university will serve
to broaden and develop the student and give a truer and more
unprejudiced outlook on life. In this age when our colleges are
turning out so many well educated persons, one needs carefui
training in thinking quietly, talking gently, and acting fraikly
with all his faculties alert, to compete with the college bred men
and women in every profession. Not only do a man’s abilities then
demand a higher remuneration for his services to the world, but
what is of still great importance, his capacity for usefulness
is greatly increased.

Statistics can be quoted to prove the advantages that college
bred men and women have over high school graduates, but they
are scarcely needed. It is possible to-day for any boy or girl who is
energetic and ambitious to win these advantages by his own labors
and many of our great men and women have worked their way
through college.

It is sincerely hoped that many students in the Vassar High
School will seek this means to develop their faculties and increase
their usefulness to the world. As a modern and progressive class,

we trust that all of our number will be able to continue their
school life in higher institutions of learning.

BeuLAH BLACKMORE.

THE RUSSIA-JAPANESE WAR.

Today in the far”east a war is being waged—a war that
may determine the fate of the yellow race. What the issue willv
be, what changes will be made in the map of the world or the
history of mankind remains as yet a question of tomorrow.

Those nations not among the contending powers at the
beginning of the struggle took their stand, either neutral or with
the defensive or aggressive sides, and now wait to see it “played
out.” On the one hand the course of events was that Japan should
go on unhindered in her great development; she should have
Korea for her overflowing population; that her trade should
expand into Chinese provinces, and finally, as a result of all of
these ambitions she should become the first power among the
“yellow races.”

On the other hand, this working out of a new era in the
history of Asia under the leadership of Japan conflicts sharply
with Russian ambition. Tt has heen their plan for years to push
eastward to the ocean—for they must have an opening to the
ocean in some way—and by intrigue, force and patience they have
established themselves in Manchuria, where they mean to stay.
Underlying this plan is their purpose to outstrip English influence



