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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

MyroN W. TURNER

3 i and Schoolmates:——
‘AIEFt}hNPTP:;:f:li?iie Senior Class of 1916, 1 wish to f:xt.en(}‘t(') you a :.most
cordial welcome to these, our Commencement Exercises. This is an occa-
sion which only comes to a person once in a lifetime, and we feel thftt your
presence here does not merely express a curiosity to see us, but a deep interest
in the graduates of Vassar Iligh School.

The members of the class of 1916, with the exceeption of myself, all attended
V. H. 8. the entire four years. In these four years we have had a course of
training, which we feel has given us an impetus in the right direction, men t.al!,y
and morally. Besides our regular course of study, we have participated in
the other activities of the school, such as athletics, public performance and the
publication of the Senior Echo. We believe we have succeeded in some degree
but exactly how much remains to be proven in the future.

In behalf of the Senior Class, I wish to thank the citizens of the district

for the opportunities which they have afforded us. Were it not for the gener-

.08ity of the PEOPLE of the district, it would not he possible for us to come
before you in this manner Ltonight.

We also wish tonight to extend our thanks as a class to our parents, who
have enabled us to complete the four years co

urse of training and to reach
‘the goal of every High School student—Commencement, Perhaps, it is more
a matter of individual gratitude and thanks, but still we would remember them
also on the oceasion.

To the Board of Eduecation, we fe
diplomas which we receive and which
entitle us to entrance to the U

el that we owe much gratitude for the
carry with them no empty honor, for they
niversity of Michigan without examination.
Then, to those who have borne the trials and tribulations caused by us
in the past, in the prompt and perfect—or otherwise—prcparatiou of our
lessons, we express our heartfelt gratitude. We feel that they have given us
their best, under the leadership of our esteemed Superintendent, Mr, Osgerby,
who together with Miss Winkler has given time and attention to the drilling

of the various plays we have given, and we wish to repay them with our best
efforts in the future.

Then, last but not least, by any means, we wish to gratefully remember
those who have so kindly consented to take part in the various concerts and
entertainments, which we have found it necessary to give to sec
the Echo. We wish especially to thank Miss Davies for
us in preparing the Echo, as well as with the coneerts,

In closing 1 would say that if you support new ventures and enterprises
in years to come as you have this year, the spirit and work of V, H. S. must
necessarily grow and the encouragement given will always be appreciated.

And now once more, we welcome you to these exercises on this, our eve
of departure.

ure funds for
the help she has given



PREPAREDNESS
Ipa Lovesoy
ARED NESS is the state of being made equal in advance to master the

udding springtime of youth blossoms appear, some to be blasted
he cruel frosts of criticism, other to be bhghteg by the coddling moths of
e suggestion, eating out the very heart, which otherwise would have
ed into the most precious fruit of the earth.

well said that ‘“‘Children are the Joy of Today and the Promise of
,’" but 1o make this statement true, they must be cared for and
from these frosts and blights. The Public Schoo] is the medium
ch this can he done. Tn this great Institution children of a])
-among us are assoclated. ‘‘This iy THE opportunity of ALI,

eetual culture ig conditioned upon _emotional culture,
1 anything unless he first becomes filled with a consuming desire to

t he must have a conception of the thing he iy 1 learn. This is

g of the soil, the preparation necessary for the sowing of the seed.
fion comes: ““What shall be planted therein?”’

p of educators recognizes the fact that. it is high tin_ze
(huplrroiculum be filled with practical subjeets that train
}L'eommon walks of life and produce young men and women

ared to assume responsibilitiy and positions of trust in .
ork of the world.

q changed since the Spanish speakin

5 ce  t] € nations of South
d our commercial life, that the study

of the Spanish Jan.

lin and Germl}n 1 our High Schools, ogng woma;:

of Home-makmg as well ajsHbuse—-keeping, sinee that
the largest Percentage of the women of our land

ur own where the Sovereign People are the Kings and

ident here for the opportunities so freely offered

£ ours, is not only a badge of inferiority but it is High
S even its children’s playthings on scientific
* muillennium for uneducated souls,’’ It is the duty as
Every person in this broad land to prepare himgelf

Zenship in order to take his place among those who
* achievements and to help his fellow eitizens in
Place of loyalty and truth among the nations of the
B :

























CLLASS WILL

CrLintoN B, Morr

JE, the Seniors of '16, of this city of Vassar, County of
Ser 16, ) " Y of Tuscola, and State

W of Michigan, being of sound mind and memory, and through (’iue respect
ik lfor (l))ur belov_ed classmates, do declare this to he our Last Will and Testa.

1‘1]?11]_, ereby revoking all former Wills and Testaments heretofore made by us.

e ;areby dispose of our earthly possessions, as follows :

o paid].{ T:—We herehy request that all our just debts and living expenses
SECOND :—To those who will soon bhe filling our i luri
SEC _ places as Seniors duri

:)ﬁzs(é:sl?;ﬂg Jgé,erve ‘(!(')P lherfby vlvul and bequeath the first and greatest ofroﬂg

) 1 o i , Seni 43 i j V

freel%ﬁi?ﬁill’;g 3 ;')):1 1 ycaer ; rivileges of Seniors,”’ which we have enjoyed so

—To the Sophomores we sincerely wi irit of

) y will and bequeath that g i
]oyallg%,Uvgl%ch has so greatly characterized our entire High School liflg. b
v H:—To the Freshmen we do herehy give, devige and bequeath al]

¢ g?oq marks we should have received but never diq.
Z!*I]* TIH :—To the (lass of 20 we do cheerfully give the friendly advice of

obeyéxigx c::,1111{req{x’scras:ts made by Seniors at any time,

—We, the Class of 16, i i g

P i Pertlinal Tagoonr 0 . do hereby give, devise and bequeath the
(a) To Miss Wm_kler we do hereby bequeath g locker, which will he

EIGHTH :—To those wishing a short enjoyment, we hereby give, devise
and bequeath one of America’s expensive pastimes, which will be found in
little wads adhering to the lower part of the recitation seats in the assembly
room

NINTH :—We, the Class of '16, would like to make the following personal

requests: _
(a) That a bell be attached to Hoyt Halstead.
(b) That a lunch counter be established in the basement for William

Sutherland. e
TENTH :—To the School Board and members of this district of Vassar, we,

the Senior Class of ’16, do hereby give, devise and bequeath the remaining firm
bricks of the present structure for the construction of a fine new edifice, which

' onor to the city and community, :
o gi]%%gl\l TH:—To Mr?Ogerby and the r;emamling ;?eﬁlbg(i-?t &fl (ti}éeff;icﬁgﬂf
i ' 16, « by bequeath our heartfe .
}1:781, thgg ﬁfgagizsﬁgﬁmlg ’tgg :)1:;: y);ar gnd do sincerely hope that success will
elp a

il %}\}%nil;"frg’ery&%rgb hereby appoint J. K. Osgerby Executor of this, our
1 e : 7
Last Will and Testament. o have hereunto set our hand and seal

HE W r
WITNBSE WHEREOR, i d and sixteen. :
this EI’,ZNnd day of June, A. D. one thousand nine hundre i b Y

3 ixteen, the
d nine hundred and sixteen,
of Juze, ane thoysan tate of Michigan,
| O:f t’lllg %%‘ngnedgty of Vassar, County ZieT‘fﬁl?fegﬁgeg it to be the Last
i : ing document in our presence, do mow. at his request, in
L d as witnesses thereof, we do }1}1 a5 o
Will and Testament, an of each other, hereto subscr Michigan.
; nd in the presence ding at Vassar, Michi
his presence and %ﬁ?mli.}?hg:g:ﬂ ;::li ding at Vassar, Michigan.



THE VALEDICTORY
JEAN BUTCHER

ate was ‘“Let there be light.”” Down the cen:uriezntlllf;e
has been a constant striving to give the light o knOWllfd%e n(:agl except

tl?sou h education. And wherein has light been bro(lllg f-! 0 Man had 10
h I1'1 t%le ;zvcnue of a wider, more complete knp“;ll_e gewer of investiga-
T Mludge of artificial light in the physical world o aont of the tiny
k_now ed.ge derstanding grew. And we have seen the glevelopmen kil vl
Elondf"n (;::']er to the manifold power illuminations which we nO;\:l s;aof:’ Rl
;,;TOI);’n(Iﬁ)nt which was brought about in proportion to the iner

b/

knowledge. i before the spirit of the Renaissance,
The world apparently lay (I)I\IJV g:srk‘::f: D nurc compared, with the

and man’s initiative mental p hose mental POWCTS struggled

pres.en: (‘i:ay light. About the 15th century mcn"ctorious R A nally
agains

ld law and order, finally were V1 ¢ ; C
great Tllili‘de s(;w immediately that the next step was to enlighten humanity by
these nmewly discovered facts through a method most p

THE eternal Mand

leasing and promising

of the best results. With Pestalozzi, Froebel, Commenius, Rousseau and others,
we have the beginning of our great educational system of today, the hlghest‘,
aim of which is bringing the light to man, to produce the highest, best type
of being mentally, morally and physically. _

Education is probably one of the best investments of time and labor. _In
any line of life, intelligence will enable one to adapt himself more readily
to cirecumstances and render himself more apt, skilled and effective in all
respects. For the battle of life is in most cases fought up hill. We are ‘‘sceking
higher” to secure the light which will enable us to surmount the summit.

Until tonight, we have had the assistance and co-operation of our parents
and teachers to help us over the rough paths to the stepping stones of knowl-
edge. We are about to launch into the wider sphere of universal endeavor
called ‘‘Life ’> We shall meet the same obstacles in different forms but our
overcoming them successfully will be one of the tangible and visible results
of our efforts toward preparedness in the shadows of V. II. S. From now on
our efforts will be unaided from sources other than our own individual seclves,
and we are ready to put to practical use those things we have gained in our
school life by observation and industry. Our success will be in proportion
to our endeavor, and success in the true sense of the word is the fulfillment
of our aims and ambitions, achieved by our own resources and efforts.

With the completion of our program tonight the class of 1916 passes on to
join the Alumni Association. We are meeting together as a class for perhaps
the last time. To think of parting from schoolmates who have shared our
labor and participated in our pleasures, and from our teachers, whose efforts

in our behalf have been untiring is indeed depressing.
No more the good old friendships,
No more the well known ways;
For us new paths must open,
New duties fill our days.

But_we now have the pleasurable anticipation of the fulfillment of our
new duties and responsibilities for which we have made preparation in our
past twelve years of school work. Tonight we stand upon the threshold of

our future.
So, Class-mates, stand together,
As heartily we raise
One loyal song at parting
In Alma Mater’s praise,
May Fortune smile upon her,
May men her name enthrone
And we forever cherish
Her honor as our own.









